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CroppingBenefits of IntercroppingSuccessional CroppingExamples for Succession

CroppingConclusionAuthor BioPublisherIntroductionThe moment you hear about crop rotation,

you start to think about a method where you are going to be growing different crops in a more

or less regular sequence on the same land. This is normally applied to systematic crop

production throughout the growing seasons every year.Different crops growing in different

portions of land…Along with that, succession cropping is going to mean that you have already

planted one variety of plants, and within the next few days, you are going to plant those same

variety of plants again, so that by the time the first series is ready for harvesting, you have lots

of plants – all of them have been planted in succession – growing in your garden so that you

do not have any hiatus between regular harvesting.The difference between rotation in

succession is that the former is going to cover a period of two – three or more years. On the

other hand, succession is going to refer to the growing of two or more crops on the same land

in one year.Systematic crop rotation is not so common in vegetable growing, as it normally is in

general farming. However, with the use of systematic crop rotation in your own garden, you are

going to find yourself with plenty of healthy land. Also, crops growing in large quantities and

different varieties in the same. Lastly, more scope for growing more plants instead of restricting

yourself to just one cash crop and a couple of more side crops.Benefits of Crop RotationThe

benefits derived from crop rotation are due largely to the control of disease and insects and to

the better use of the resources available in the soil at that particular moment of the growing

season.One of the tendency of a number of vegetable gardeners and farmers is, "we see ANY

insect, let us spray!" And we pick up the nearest highly toxic chemical-based pesticide, and

start to pollute the atmosphere, along with the earth, with sprays. Along with poisoning the

earth and the air, we are poisoning ourselves because after all, we are the ones who are going

to be eating that poisonous harvest.If we had used the sensible idea of systematic rotation in

which the host plant was grown on the same land no sooner than once every 3 – 4 years, we

would be controlling many serious diseases, practically, naturally, and properly.That is because

rotation is very effective in disease control mainly with those diseases where the spores, or

other propagating parts of the disease bearing viruses and bacteria live only one or two

years.For example, when you are suffering from an infection of club root, or black spots in

cabbage and other cruciferous plants, this can be controlled by keeping the land free from any

sort of cruciferous crops and weeds for three years. By that time, all the spores of club roots

are going to die out and by the time it is time for you to plant the land with cabbage again, the

fourth year around, you are going to have sweet and infection free land.However, there are



some diseases, such as onion smut and potato scab which cannot be controlled by ordinary

rotation because these organisms are able to live in the soil for several years. That is why

horticulturalists are still looking for natural agricultural processes and methods with which

these diseases can be controlled with the use of natural pesticides, organic fertilizers, and

pesticides like bougainvillea leaf solution, neem leaves, and its seed fertilizer and oil, and other

natural methods in order to get rid of these spores and infectious factors.Plant Rotation for

Disease Control and Insect ControlThat is why when you are planning a system of rotation

from the standpoint of disease control, one needs to know what kinds of crops are affected by

that particular given organism. Some organisms attack only just one host plant belonging to

one particular family. Others affect only those that are closely related, while there are still

others which do not limit that activity even to the same species, genus, or family, but spread

their wings and activities to all the neighboring plans, irrespective of family, genus or species

and variety.
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Cheryl Bloser, “Excellent reference book. My copy is not underlined and already my go to

reference while planning and planting my garden.  Thank you.”

The book by John Davidson has a rating of  5 out of 3.5. 9 people have provided feedback.
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